200-Word Description

Grand Rapids, Michigan combines urban sophistication with small-town warmth to deliver a meeting experience like no other. 

A high-energy downtown offers more than 90 restaurants, nightclubs, entertainment venues and museums within a five-minute walk of luxury hotels and a state-of-the-art convention center. Suburban attractions include Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, one of the Midwest’s most popular tourist destinations, and the 28th Street retail corridor, one of Michigan’s most densely concentrated shopping and dining districts. 

Grand Rapids is also a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts, with activities and locales for every interest. You’re never more than six miles away from a body of water, so fishing, boating and swimming are favorite pursuits. Biking, hiking and running trails crisscross the region, passing through skyscraper canyons to forests and wetlands. And championship golf courses abound. 

As the gateway city to Michigan’s West Coast, Grand Rapids is also the perfect home base for exploring the wonders of the Lake Michigan shoreline – including charming resort villages, world-class beaches and some of the most gorgeous sunsets on earth.


Wherever you go, whatever you do, you’ll enjoy small-town friendliness, safety and affordability. No wonder Lonely Planet named Grand Rapids and Michigan’s Gold Coast the Number One Place to Visit in 2014. 
