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AEG SENDS HAWAI‘I’S FUTURE LEADERS TO NATION’S CAPITOL 

– Five Waipahu High School students attend music workshop at The White House – 
 

HONOLULU – Five Waipahu High School students received the opportunity of a 

lifetime when AEG Facilities, the management company for the Hawai‘i Convention Center, 

sponsored their trip to Washington, D.C., April 11-14, to attend “The History of Gospel Music,” 

workshop at The White House. This was a first time visit to the nation’s capitol for each student. 

Representing Hawai‘i’s next generation of leaders, the teens selected were nominated by 

a teacher and had to meet several criteria, including a minimum 3.0 GPA, interest in the arts 

and/or music, participation in extra curricular activities, and possession of leadership qualities 

or potential.  

The O‘ahu teens were joined by 130 other middle school, high school, and college-level 

students from across the country for a series of interactive, educational sessions, hosted by the 

GRAMMY Museum and First Lady Michelle Obama.  

Attendees participated in a question and answer session with the Smithsonian Museum 

of American History’s music manager Tim Prestige, a behind-the-scenes tour of the Howard 

University Gospel Choir, and a press conference at the Mayflower Hotel. The workshop 

culminated at The White House with Robert Santelli, executive director of the GRAMMY 

Museum in Los Angeles and musical guests Rodney Crowell, Rhiannon Giddens, Darlene Love, 

Lyle Lovett and Michelle Williams. 

The O‘ahu students also explored the Greater Washington area’s most prominent sites 

and attractions, including the Washington Monument, Cherry Blossom Festival, Lincoln 

Memorial, World War I and II Memorials, Korean War Memorial, Vietnam War Memorial, 

Arlington National Cemetery, and received a U.S. Capitol Tour courtesy of U.S. Senators Brian 

Schatz and Mazie Hirono’s offices. 
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This is the second year that AEG Facilities has supported this initiative, since it began 

managing the Hawai‘i Convention Center in 2014. AEG Facilities, through its parent company 

AEG, leveraged its relationship with the GRAMMY Museum to provide this opportunity to the 

teens. AEG sponsored all the costs for the students and one chaperone, including hotel, airfare 

and a stipend.  

# # # 
 
About AEG Facilities 
AEG, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Anschutz Company, is the leading sports, 
entertainment and venue operator in the world. AEG Facilities, a stand-alone affiliate of AEG, 
owns, operates or consults with more than 100 of the industry’s preeminent venues worldwide, 
across five continents, providing complete venue management, as well as specialized programs 
in operations, guest services, ticketing, booking, sales and marketing. AEG Facilities also 
provides resources and access to other AEG-affiliated entities, including live event producer, 
AEG Live, AEG Global Partnerships, AEG Development, AEG 1Earth, AEG Encore and AEG 
Creative to support the success of AEG venues across the globe. The Los Angeles-based 
organization owns, operates or provides services to the world’s most elite venues, including 
STAPLES Center (Los Angeles, Calif.), StubHub Center (Carson, Calif.), Nokia Theatre L.A. 
LIVE (Los Angeles, Calif.), Sprint Center (Kansas City, Mo.), KFC Yum! Center (Louisville, Ky.), 
AmericanAirlines Arena (Miami, Fla.), Prudential Center (Newark, N.J.), Target Center 
(Minneapolis, Minn.) and BBVA Compass Stadium (Houston, Texas). Among the roster of 
world class convention centers and other facilities managed by the division are the Los Angeles 
Convention Center, Hawai’i Convention Center (Honolulu, HI), Qatar National Convention 
Center, Oman Convention and Exhibition Center (Muscat, Oman), Sydney International 
Conception, Exhibition, and Entertainment District, Cairns Convention Center and Darwin 
Conventions Centre. Other venues include Oracle Arena and O.co Coliseum (Oakland, Calif.), 
CONSOL Energy Center (Pittsburgh, Penn.), Rabobank Arena (Bakersfield, Calif.), 
MercedesBenz Arena (Shanghai, China), MasterCard Center (Beijing, China), The O2 Arena 
(London, England), O2 World (Berlin, Germany), O2 World Hamburg (Hamburg, Germany), 
Ahoy Arena (Rotterdam, Netherlands), Itaipava Arena Pernambuco (Recife, Brazil), Allianz 
Parque (Sao Paulo, Brazil), Allphones Arena (Sydney, Australia), Ülker Sports Arena (Istanbul, 
Turkey), Ericsson Globe Arena (Stockholm, Sweden) and the. For more information, please visit 
aegworldwide.com. 
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Photo Caption (from left): Waipahu High School teacher and student activities coordinator Joy 
Takara with students Clarissa Gomez, Sally Millon, Mc Erl Dave Andres, Sherrie Mae Gracie, 
and Ashley Mae Macadangdang in front of The White House. (Credit: Joy Takara/Waipahu 
High School) 
 

 
 
Photo Caption: Hawai‘i’s next generation of leaders from Waipahu High School attended the 
History of Gospel Music Workshop at The White House. From left, Joy Takara, Sally Millon, Mc 
Erl Dave Andres, Ashley Mae Macadangdang, Clarissa Gomez, and Sherrie Mae Gracie (Credit: 
Joy Takara/Waipahu High School) 


