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MARCIE—

• 17 years as a classroom teacher
• 4 years as a librarian in Title 1, PYP 

elementary school 
• M.A. and M.F.A. in Writing for 

Children
• Co-director of a summer writing 

camp for teen girls at Hollins 
University

• Mentor text lessons plans and 
education writer 



MOIRA—
I started writing fiction…

But then I tried nonfiction…

…and I couldn’t stop! 

I am even writing some 
Florida biographies! 

Junior Library Guild Selection

Booklist starred review Junior Library Guild Selection

Series Series

Coming soon…



Nonfiction today
• Broad access to news and instantaneous access to online 

information can be confusing, misleading and wrong.

• Luckily, schools nationwide are using nonfiction produced by 
reputable writers and publishers to teach not only the subject 
matter but also reading.



Types of Nonfiction
• Expository Nonfiction     

• Narrative Nonfiction

• Concept Books

Check out 
Melissa 

Stewart’s NF 
Family Tree

http://celebratescience.blogspot.com/2017/12/behind-books-nonfiction-family-tree.html
http://celebratescience.blogspot.com/2017/12/behind-books-nonfiction-family-tree.html


Mentor Texts

• A stellar text that can be used as a model for writing. 

• In order to be a good writer, you must READ in the genre in which 
you wish to write. 



GETTING STARTED
WRITING NONFICTION:

Find appropriate topics:
– Summer vacation/Family/Special occasion
– Animals
– Simple Science 
– Biography
– History (for students with good research skills)

 



Word Banks
• National 

Geographic
• Library of Congress
• My own work 



Word Banks from Mentor Texts



RESEARCH:  
How much is enough?

 
How do you know if it’s 

trustworthy?



Don’t Forget
• Traditional research for NF (before and 

during the process)
• Interviewing real people
• Being outside and observing



Academic Honesty



TAKE NOTE!  



Organizing Notes for Kids



OUTLINING:  It’s not a bad word
What I do for myself. What I submit, if I have to!

 

Plus, it helps give the story structure:
   Beginning, Middle, Climax, DNE



The Writing Process is Messy

The Writing Process. 
http://www.utoledo.edu/success/writingcenter/writingprocess.html . Accessed 6 Oct. 
2018.

The Writing Process Chart Grade 2-8. https://www.carsondellosa.com/products/114111--
The-Writing-Process-Chart-114111. Accessed 6 Oct. 2018.

http://www.utoledo.edu/success/writingcenter/writingprocess.html
https://www.carsondellosa.com/products/114111--The-Writing-Process-Chart-114111
https://www.carsondellosa.com/products/114111--The-Writing-Process-Chart-114111


Choice in Process
• Scaffold for writers needing support

• Let students discover their own process by trying out
– Cards
– Storyboarding 
– Paper
– Graphic organizer

*** Not all writers have the same process in the real world!



Adding a little WOW! 
(in just the right place)

Sometimes it’s a cool fact. Did you know…

Dogs have three eyelids!

The smallest primate is the pygmy mouse lemur.  
It can fit in the palm of your hand.

Thurgood Marshall was nicknamed “Turkey” in 
law school because he walked like one!

And sometimes it’s the key to the story.

A kangaroo named LuLu saved her owner’s life 
when he was knocked unconscious by a tree 
branch.



It’s not just about art!

What you say,
AND WHAT YOU 
DON’T SAY, 
changes/focuses 
the story.

Perspective:Perspective:



VOICE:  It’s not just for singing!



REVISE!

•Write.
•And edit.
•And edit again!



THE BEST TIPS EVER!
• Strong verbs: Walked v. waddled

• Real dialog: Spoken and Internal

• Misplaced/unnecessary paragraph

• Page/chapter breaks.



Cuddle Up with a Good Book
• We would like to read a few snippets of some of our favorite 

nonfiction books!

Two kids reading a book, in a park. Photography. Britannica ImageQuest, 
Encyclopædia Britannica, 25 May 2016. 
quest.eb.com/search/115_3955177/1/115_3955177/cite. Accessed 15 Nov 
2018.

https://quest.eb.com/search/115_3955177/1/115_3955177/cite
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